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he Livestock Management Facilities Act requires an owner 
or operator of a livestock waste handling facility to 

report any release of 25 gallons or more of livestock waste 
within 24 hours after discovery of the release into the 
environment.  This reporting requirement includes releases 
from livestock waste handling facilities and releases from the 
transportation of livestock waste. 
 

nitial notification should be made by calling the Illinois 
Emergency Management Agency (IEMA).  The IEMA 

maintains a 24-hour emergency notification line. Information 
to be reported includes the location, amount, apparent 
environmental impacts of the release, and actions taken to 
contain or mitigate the release. 
 
 

In Il l ino is cal l (800) 782-7860. 
Outside of Il l ino is cal l (217) 782-7860. 

 
  

written report to the Illinois EPA confirming the 
information provided by telephone is required within five 

days after discovery of the release.  See insert for “Required 
Report Information Form”. 
 
 

Send Written Reports to: 
 
Illinois EPA  
Bureau of Water, Compliance Assurance Section 
P.O. Box 19276 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
Send Faxes to:  (217) 557-1407 
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eleases of any quantity which enter surface waters, 
(including releases to sinkholes, drain inlets, broken 

subsurface drains or other conduits to groundwater or 
surface water) must be reported immediately, except when 
immediate notification would impede the owner’s or operator’s 
efforts to correct the cause of the release or contain the 
livestock waste.  In such cases, the report must be made as 
soon as possible but no later than 24 hours after discovery.  
In addition to the reporting requirement, the owner or 
operator is responsible for correcting the cause of the 
release as soon as possible, in order to minimize 
environmental damage. 
 

he reporting requirement applies to waste storage, 
handling facilities, piping, pumps, and transportation 

equipment.  Reporting is not required for releases of less 
than 25 gallons provided no quantity is released to waters of 
the state or from a controlled and recovered release during 
field application.  A release does not include the normal 
application of livestock waste to cropland at established 
agronomic rates. 
 

ailure to report a release could result in fines of up to 
$1,000 for the first violation, $2,500 for a second 

violation, and up to $5,000 for a third or subsequent 
violations.  Any environmental damage resulting from the 
release (such as a fish kill) may subject the owner or 
operator to additional fines and require him/her to reimburse 
the state for the value of the damage. 
 

nquiries concerning the release reporting requirements 
may be directed to: 

 
Illinois EPA 
Bureau of Water 
Field Operations Section 
(217) 782-3362. 
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Definitions  
 
 
“Livestock Waste Handling Facility” means individually or 
collectively those immovable constructions or devices (except 
sewers) used for collecting, pumping, treating, or disposing of 
livestock waste or for the recovery of by-products from the 
livestock waste.  Two or more livestock waste handling 
facilities under common ownership and where a minimum 
distance of a quarter mile does not separate the facilities 
shall be considered a single livestock waste handling facility. 
 
 
“Livestock Waste” means livestock excreta and associated 
feed losses, bedding, wash waters, sprinkling waters from 
livestock cooling, precipitation polluted by falling on or flowing 
onto an animal feeding operation, and other materials polluted 
by livestock. 
 
 
“Owner or Operator” means any person who owns, leases, 
controls, or supervises a livestock management or livestock 
waste handling facility. 
 
 
“Release” means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, 
emitting, emptying, discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching, 
or dumping of livestock waste into the environment.  A release 
does not include the normal application of livestock waste to 
cropland at established agronomic rates. 

 
 



 

What To Do In The Event Of A 
Livestock Waste Release 

 
n the event of a release, a response should be swift to 
minimize damage as much as possible.  Responses 

should include, but are not limited to: 
 
Immediate Action 
9 Stop additional leakage 
9 Contain spilled waste 
 
Within 24-hours of the release discovery  
9 Contact the Illinois Emergency Management Agency 

by calling (800) 782-7860 from within Illinois or 
(217) 782-7860 if you are calling from a phone 
located outside Illinois. 

 
As Soon As Possible 
9 Begin clean-up procedures 
9 Notify agencies and local authorities including the 

local county public health department and appropriate 
public/private water supplies. 

9 Attempt application of spilled wastes on cropland 
9 Assess environmental impact of fish kill, surface 

water pollution, well or groundwater impact, and 
amount of waste released and for what duration. 

 
Within 5 days of release discovery 
9 Submit written report to Illinois EPA. 

   
 

For  adv i ce  and  add i t i ona l  techn i ca l  a ss i s tance  contact  
your  l oca l  Cooperat i ve  Extens i on  Serv i ce ,  Natura l  
Resources  Conservat i on  Serv i ce  or  so i l  and  water  
conservat i on  d i s tr i c t .  
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Send written reports to: 
Illinois EPA, Bureau of Water, Compliance Assurance Section 
P.O. Box 19276, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9276 

 
Report any release of livestock waste in Illinois by phone within 24 hours after discovery of the release.  In Illinois call (800) 
782-7860, outside of Illinois call (217) 782-7860.  A written report (form optional) to the Illinois EPA confirming information 
provided by telephone is required within 5 days after discovery of the release.  Attach additional pages if more space is 
required to answer questions. 
 
 

Name of Person Reporting Release:     Telephone Number: 

Release Source:        County: 
(Where Release Occurred) 

Date & Time Release Began:             Duration of the release: 

Cause of Release:       

Give distance and direction of the release from nearest town, village or municipality.   
If possible give legal description down to quarter section. 
 
Estimate the quantity that was released and the flow rate if the release is ongoing. 

   Quantity:                         Gallons  Flow Rate:       Gallons/Day 

 
Circle appropriate area(s) into which the release occurred: Field          Ditch          Stream          Other 
If other please describe: 
 
 
Estimated Release Extent:   Sq. Ft   Sq. Yd   Acres   
 
What are the apparent environmental impacts of the release? 
 
 
 
Contact Person for Additional Information:     Name: 

Telephone number: 
Describe any dangers to health or the environment resulting from the release. 
 
 
Describe all actions taken to respond to, contain and mitigate the release. 
 
 
 
Facility Name: 
Mailing Address: 
City, State, Zip: 
 
Signature:        Dat

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
Livestock Waste Release   
Required Report Information Form 

The Illinois EPA is authorized to request this information under the Environmental Protection Act, Illinois Compiled Statutes ("ILCS"), 1999, 
as amended, Chapter 415 ILCS Sections 5/4(b) and 5/4(h). Use of this reporting format is voluntary, as long as the information required by 
the Livestock Management Facilities Act, Chapter 510 ILCS Section 77/18 concerning the release is reported in a timely manner. 




